Stevenson  READ-A-THON: “GO WILD FOR READING”
Dear Stevenson Parents,
The 2014 Stevenson Read-a-Thon kicks off on Monday, December 1st. The purpose of this Read-a-Thon is to encourage Stevenson students and families to focus on literacy, reading and storytelling for the entire month of December and our holiday break. Reading is critical to all aspects of learning –writing, math, science, comprehension, problem solving, etc… This year’s theme is a jungle-inspired one: “Go Wild for Reading.” And we hope that all Stevenson students will get a little crazy about reading for the next 35 days!
What is the Stevenson Read-a-thon?
· From Monday, December 1st to Monday, January 5, all Stevenson students focus on reading as much as they can. During Read-a-Thon, every student from Kindergarten to 5th grade has a goal of reading 40 minutes per day. All combined the student body has a goal of reading 658,000 minutes during the Read-a-thon.
· Please note that students read at least 60 minutes at school each school day, so a goal of 40 minutes of at-home reading each weeknight during Read-a-thon would be appropriate.
· Reading to your child is just as important as having them read to you!
Why is Read-a-thon important?
· Read-a-thon is a win-win for Stevenson students. The program motivates students to read more and achieve their reading goals. Reading is critical to all aspects of learning –writing, math, science, comprehension, problem solving, etc… 
· Students are asked to request donations from family and friends for the reading they do. PTA will use funds collected to support the school’s literacy, field trips and science programs. 
· Incentives!
· All reading logs and collections are due back to school on Monday, January 5.
· Each student should return a minimum of $35.00 by January 5 
· A variety of toys will be given to students who return more than $50.00
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students who return more than $100.00 will receive a toy and a game
What are parents asked to do?
· Parents play a crucial role by supporting their child’s at-home reading and by helping their child reach out to family and friends for pledges in support of Read-a-thon. We hope that you will support your child’s efforts with a lump sum or “per minute” sponsorship based on the total reading time logged by your child. 
· This is also a wonderful opportunity for grandparents, other family members and friends to support your Stevenson student and their academic growth!
We appreciate your support. And we encourage you to get involved and give generously.  We expect 100% participation of all students. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us (Mukta at Muktapawar@yahoo.com and Dawn at (bishdmb@comcast.net).   
  Warmest wishes and Happy New Year!     
  Mukta and Dawn, Read-a-thon Chairs
